The chronic form may follow the acute, but it may arise of itself in patients suffering from constitutional diseases, such as scrofula or chlorosis, or from a displacement.
Symptoms.?In an acute attack there is more or less fever, pain in the back and lower part of the abdomen with a feeling of weight in the pelvis. There is a profuse vaginal discharge, clear at first, but mixed with pus in a few days. Menstruation may be suppressed, and it is rarely increased. In the chronic form there is a very profuse leucorrhoeal discharge, which is often stained with blood. Menstruation is increased and may recur frequently. There is generally more or less dysmenorrhcea, especially if there is any displacement of the uterus. The patient will complain of weakness and pain in the back and loins. Walking or standing will easily tire her. She will generally be sterile, but if she should become pregnant she will probably abort. The patient's digestive and nervous systems will become deranged. Nervous depression may amount to melancholia.
Diagnosis.?In the acute form there will be tenderness on pressure over the uterus, due to involvement of the muscular and peritoneal coats in the inflammatory attack. On making a vaginal examination the cervix will be felt to be swollen and the external os gaping. Round the os it will feel soft and velvety, the swollen mucous membrane of the cervis being everted. On passing a vaginal speculum the cervix will be seen to be swollen, the os gaping, and the mucous membrane round it reddened. A profuse discharge will be seen coming from the os. The discharge from the uterus proper will be watery, while that from the cervix will be thicker and very like white of egg. It is ropey and tenacious.
In the septic forms, as after abortion, the discharge willbe very foul and not clear.
If a sound is passed it will cause pain and probably hemorrhage.
In the chronic form a bimanual examination will reveal that the uterus is enlarged and softer than normal. Mrs Josceline Bagot informed the meeting that she had done all that lay in her jower to become acquainted with the needs of the hospital, and considered that it was one of the most deserving cases she had ever seen. The enlargement of the hospital was an imperative duty to the children of the north-east of London. It was only necessary to see the neighbourhood and the thousands of puny ill-fed children to realise how utterly inadequate 57 beds were. Owing to the continued call for more beds, children were constantly obliged to leave the hospital before they were fit to do so. There was an equal demand on the resources of the out-patients' department, there being from 300 to 400 surgical and 80 casual cases a week. As to the management, Mrs. Bagot said that she was immensely struck with the efficiency of the whole hospital, which had even got the light treatment for cases of lupus. The matron had given an unconscious tribute to the nurses and also to herself when she said that she had been at the hospital for 25 years and in that time had only known two or three nurses who had not been satisfactory. Their practices are barbarous, and they seem to be totally devoid of any sense of wrong-doing. If called in to a first labour case, or to one inclined to be at all prolonged, the " dhi," if she is allowed her own way, will very likely run the patient up and down the room, till she falls from exhaustion.
Gentle exercise has no place in their consideration; another favourite method is to suspend the patient to the roof (the rooms are fortunately not very lofty as a rule) by a stout piece of cloth passed under the armpits. Excessive hemorrhage,' following directly on the birth of the child, is supposed to be absolutely necessary to the well-being of the patient; consequently if this is not sufficient to satisfy the " dhi," the patient is stood up against a wall (held in position if necessary), while she retires to the furthest extremity of the room, takes as good a run as the length ot the room will allow, and butts her head with all her strength into the patient's abdomen; this process is sometimes gone through two or three times. The result is usually everything she could desire. In some families the relations of the patients will happily not allow this treatment, but in up-country towns it is moie often the rule than the exception. 
